
Feng Shan Ho is a name that should be 
remembered. Many thousands of people today 
owe their very existence to his spine and moral 
integrity in the face of intense pressure.

You see, after the Anschluss, (Hitler’s 
annexation of Austria) in 1938,  Feng Shan Ho 
was appointed the position of Chinese Consul 
General in Vienna. He observed the rapid 
rise of intolerance toward the Jews. Despite 
their significant contribution and integration 
into Viennese society, anti-Semitic sentiment 
viciously erupted amongst the Austrians.  

Things happened quickly. Immediately 
after the Anschluss , Jews and other 
minorities without German 
‘blood’ immediately had their 
citizenship dissolved. This 
meant their rights to 
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vote, and to travel, or rather flee, were 
removed. Just one month later, the 
Nazis  began sending Austria’s Jews to 
concentration camps.  And eight months 
later the hatred manifested with the 
atrocities of Kristallnacht.

To their shame, nearly every nation 
represented in Austria closed its doors to 
the beleaguered Jews. Consulates refused 
them visas, either bowing to pressure 
from Germany or having reached their 
quota for refugees. Yet Feng Shan Ho, 
and his only staff member the vice consul 
Chou Chiyang, continued to grant visas  
for entry into Shanghai to Austrian Jews.  

At the time, China was suffering 
the Japanese invasion and Shanghai 
harbour was under occupation. Actually, 
because of this wartime chaos, visas to 
enter Shanghai were not required. But 
without a visa, Jews were trapped in 
Austria, unable to leave the country and 
flee the terrors of the holocaust.  A visa 
document from the Chinese Consulate 
was powerful enough even to extract a 
person from a concentration camp. They 
gave the holder the ability to escape the 
country and eventually  many were able 
to make their way to Israel, North and 
South America, Canada, the Philippines, 
Cuba and other nations.   

Kong Xiang-xi, China’s Director 
of the Executive Yuan, (a position 

akin  to prime minister) had 
contemplated opening 

Hainan Island 
for the 

refugees. And the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs had issued instructions to be 
tolerant of the Jews. Yet Ho experienced 
a high degree of pressure from his direct 
superior, the Chinese ambassador to 
Germany, who demanded he restrict 
visas  to Jews, fearful of antagonising 
the Germans. Despite this opposition, Ho 
managed to continue issuing thousands 
of visas.  Ho also maintained close contact 
with American religious and charitable 
organizations  and groups in Europe that 
were urgently trying to save the Jews. 

One third of the entire Jewish population 
perished in World War II, a large 
percentage of these were from Vienna, 
which held the third largest Jewish 
population in Europe. 

Ho’s desire to assist  the Jews may have 
had many influences.  He spoke fluent 
German and was well-liked in Vienna’s 
intellectual and cultural circles.  He had 
friends among the Jewish community, 
which was prominent in the city’s artistic 
and academic sectors.  But it’s possible 
that his disposition to help the Jews 
was formed even further back. Ho was 
born in rural Yiyang, Hunan Province, 
on September 10, 1901. As a child he 
experienced poverty and the loss of 
his father at age seven. The Norwegian 
Lutheran  Mission in China assisted 
his family, and furnished him with an 
education in their schools. He went on 
to attain a Ph. D in political economics 
in Germany.  

In 2000, three years after he passed 



The Economist magazine recently 
described how China is rolling out 
new textbooks on the supreme leader’s 
Xi Jinping’s political philosophy. The 
new series of textbooks will become 
compulsory for all students in Chinese 
schools, colleges and universities. The 
clear aim is to present Xi Jinping’s 
political philosophy to all children across 
China.
 
The push to indoctrinate children 
with his political thinking brings Xi’s 

ideology to its 
youngest audience yet. 
As the academic year began 
on September 1st, teachers and 
lecturers began distributing these books, 
tailored for each age-group, down to 
children as young as six. Primary school 
teachers must “plant the seeds of loving 
the party, the country and socialism in 
young hearts”. While China has long 
given schoolchildren patriotism and 
political education, the new curriculum 
is “about promoting the cult of Xi as 

away at age 97, Dr. Feng Shan Ho was 
awarded the status of Righteous Among 
the Nations by the state of Israel. Further 
details of his efforts to assist the Jews 
during the holocaust  can be read here:   
www.holocaustrescue.org/feng-shan-ho-
biography 

Today, countries are once again 
witnessing anti-Semitism raise its ugly 
head, so it is refreshing that January 
this year marked by the passing of a 
UN’s resolution condemning Holocaust 
denial. 
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much as about instilling a greater sense 
of nationalism” (China researcher Adam 
Ni).

The overall aim of this reform, the 
textbook committee explains, is for the 
school and university curriculum to 
“comprehensively introduce” Mr Xi’s 
views on economics, politics, the rule 
of law, science and technology, culture, 
education, ethnic policies, religion, 
national defence, ecological civilisation, 
party-building and diplomacy, among 
other subjects. “Put more concisely, 
Mr Xi is to be seen as the undisputed 
authority on everything.”

Thus “the books are focused on defining 
citizenship as a relationship with the 
party and its leader.” The new textbooks 
will use “golden” maxims from Mr Xi, 
as well as vivid stories and emotional 
experiences to “plant the seeds of 
love for the party, love for the nation 
and love for socialism in their little 
hearts”. Youngsters should be guided to 
understand that Mr Xi is the leader of 
the whole party and country. They must 
also resolve to obey and follow the party 
from their earliest years.

One book tells children about “Grandpa 
Xi’s expectations of us”. Alongside 
images of Mr Xi with members of the 
Young Pioneers, a party organisation 
for children aged between six and 14, it 
informs pupils: “As paramount leader of 
the party and state, Grandpa Xi Jinping 

has always cared for us, and wishes 
for us to strive to grow into worthy 

builders and inheritors of socialism.”

Mr Xi is the establishment: the supreme 
incarnation of party authority. The 
party’s legitimacy, in turn, rests on its 
claims to unrivalled competence and 
success. It is not for ordinary citizens 
to second-guess or debate what Mr 
Xi personally believes. Like children 
heeding a teacher or an elder, it is their 
role to obey.

For some, there are concerns that the 
planned reforms risk undermining the 
education system that has helped to drive 
China’s growth and active startup scene, 
and potentially weakening the country’s 
edge in the global race to cultivate talent. 
Only official textbooks may be used. 
Equally, the teaching of the English 
language, so important for their future 
research and commerce, is under threat 
in some areas. Shanghai authorities 
announced that primary schools should 
administer final exams for only maths 
and Chinese for students from third 
through fifth grade, removing English 
from the list.

China’s communist party over the last 
few decades has swung from side to 
side in its balancing of two elements 
- political correctness as against 
educational training for the real world. It 
is a question as to whether it’s important 
that the ‘cat’ is a pure socialist red cat or 
whether the cat can actually catch mice.

Significant Source: The Economist article “Xi 
Jinping Thought, For Children.”
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Romans chapter 12 lists seven gifts. 
The last in the list is showing mercy. 
Sometimes it is translated as ‘doing 
kindness’ or the ‘gift of compassion’. The 
expression of this gift often involves self-
sacrifice in order to help others.

Its not surprising that mercy is named 
last in this list, as those with the mercy 
gift are not likely to be in the limelight.   
Yet Jesus calls them ‘blessed of My 
Father’ and describes their service to 
others as if it were a personal service to 
Him (Matt 25:34). 

CCSM would like to share the story of one 
such ‘mercy’ worker. This special person 
is running his race with eyes faithfully 
set on the finish line where a crown is 
waiting for those who continue in faith 
to the end. (2 Tim 7-8).  Like all who 
compete in a marathon, encouragement 
from the sidelines is appreciated! CCSM 
ask that you might do this through 
prayer.  Here is his story...

“I want to tell you a story about my first 
decade of work:

Ten years ago, I told my parents I was 
going to work in a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to providing 
special education, rehabilitation training, 
and self-reliance services for people with 
disabilities. I went to provide special 
education mainly to disabled children.

My father said, “You help kids with 
cerebral palsy, they’re drooling and 
in wheelchairs, what can you do with 
them?” 

Many classmates and friends also advised 
me to find a more “stable” job, and at that 
time I didn’t know how to answer, but I 
made up my mind to do it.

After four years, my father became 
paralyzed on the right side of his body 
due to a cerebral infarction (stroke). After 
recovering in hospital, he was confined 
to a wheelchair. At first, he was unable to 
accept his circumstances, and he easily 
became frustrated and angry over small 
things. 

My mother also felt that my father had 
become a “burden” on the family.

Notwithstanding, because of my work in 
the disability field, I did not share the 
feeling that my father was a burden. 

Ten years to Grind A SwordTen years to Grind A Sword
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What Steers the Helmsman?What Steers the Helmsman?

To date, Xi Jinping’s time in 
power has strongly ref lected the 

thoughts of Mao Zedong and Karl 
Marx. However, there is strong evidence 
that the direction taken by China’s 
helmsman follows another compass.

Study of Carl Schmitt’s theory of law 
and government has been enormously 

popular among Chinese scholars 
over the past two decades. But in 

the West it has only recently resurfaced 
having been avoided for years by 
academia due to a Nazi connection. 

Carl Schmitt (1888-1985) was a 
German legal theorist, jurist, political 
philosopher, prolific author, and counsel 
for Hitler’s Reich. Schmitt’s ideologies 
underpinned the Nazi’s justification for 
their dictatorship. However, although 
Schmitt portrayed himself as anti-

Disability was not the fault of the person, 
but an inconvenience brought about by 
the environment. 

In order to facilitate his mobility, we 
changed our rented house to have an 
elevator, rather than a stairwell. And 
I also encouraged my father to walk 
outside in the community with crutches 
and watch chess in the yard. Slowly he 
was able to accept his state and learned 
how to live autonomously. 

Now that my daughter is old enough 
to walk and speak, she and grandpa go 
out.  She is very good at taking care of 
grandpa’s needs and worrying about 
grandpa, I am very pleased...

Time flies, by August 1 this year, I have 
been working in the disability center for 
ten years, as the saying goes, “ten years 
to grind a sword”, ten years.”

There is another well known saying, 
based on the nine fruit of the Spirit ( 1 
Cor 12: 8-10). It looks at all the fruit in 
the light of the first fruit, Love. It goes:
“Joy is love rejoicing, Peace is love resting, 
Longsuffering is love forbearing, Kindness 
is love serving others, Goodness is love 
seeking the best for others, Faithfulness 
is love keeping its promises, Gentleness 
is love ministering to the hurts of others, 
Self-control is love in control.”

Surely, good fruit is the glory of the 
Gardener!
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Pray that China will steadfastly meet the challenge to combat Holocaust denial. 

Pray that China will educate the next generation to recognise anti-Semitism and 
to stand against it.

Thank the Lord that he raised up Dr. Feng Shan Ho, a hero and example to all to 
act righteously, even when there is a tide of opposition.

Pray for Christian parents in China that they would have wisdom to steer their 
children through this politicisation of China’s educational system.

Pray for China that its battle between political correctness and the need for a 
much broader education would become more balanced.

Pray for Christian teachers forced to teach these new textbooks containing 
atheistic socialism.

China’s New School Textbooks

Praise God who gives us good gifts. Pray that we will use them well, persevering 
in faith, hope and love, to bring Him glory.

Ask the Father to encourage and refresh this worker who has devoted a large 
portion of his life to serving the disabled.  

Ask the Father to encourage the disabled students, showing them how to use the 
wonderful gifts he has given them. 

Ten years to Grind A Sword

PRAYER POINTERS
OCTOBER 2022

Righteous Among the Nations
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Chinese Church Support Ministries
Seeking to serve, strengthen
and support the church and 

the people of China

Praise our Sovereign Lord, the King of Kings and the Prince of Peace.

Pray for China’s leaders who are responsible for keeping peace and stability in China.

Pray that Christians will love their enemies, being faithful witnesses to Christ in a 
darkening world.

Pray that Chinese will come to know God as a friend and not as an enemy.

Pray for believers who are placed in a position where they are forced to choose 
between obeying  authorities or compromising God’s commands.

Pray for the TSMP churches who are increasingly being restricted and administratively 
burdened. Pray they are blessed with opportunities to reach their communities.

Pray for peace for Christians who have been accused, beaten or jailed. Pray they will 
have a real sense of God’s presence with them.

News Briefs

What Steers the Helmsman?

Pray for workers for the harvest so that all may hear the Good News of Jesus Christ

Pray for your own involvement and your churches involvement in mission to China

Pray for wisdom in knowing when to step forward, when to wait and how to 
encourage each other as we seek to be obedient to our calling in Christ Jesus

News From CCSM UK
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Semitic, there has been doubt cast as to 
whether this was genuine. He did join 
the Nazi Party* in 1933, but after three 
years fell out with them. Schmitt was 
raised Catholic but was excommunicated 
after he remarried following the church’s 
refusal to annul his first marriage. 

Certain concepts recur in Schmitt’s 
publications and these centre on what he 
calls a ‘sovereign’ ....his notion of what an 
ideal statesman should be. His belief is that 
a ‘sovereign’ leader, should legitimately be 
able to assume absolute authority during 
an emergency. At this time, in what he 
calls a ‘state of  exception’, they must not 
be constrained by constitutions, national 
and international laws or treaties.  The 
sovereign becomes a dictator decisively 
dealing with the situation and restoring 
order.  As soon as the emergency has 
subsided,  ‘normal’ constitutional order 
and the government-controlled legal 
systems will be reinstated. Accordingly, 
during the state of exception, the people 
willingly accept erosion of their legal and 
justice system and even give approval to 
media controls as a trade-off for order. 

Schmittian theology decries liberal 
democracies which are hindered by due 
process, making them slow to respond 
and rendered weak in crisis, opening 
them to attacks from inside and out. 

A further principle identified by Schmitt 
is the ‘friend-enemy distinction’.  Schmitt 
believed that the sovereign, in his role of 
protecting and strengthening his state, 
should clearly define friends and enemies. 

These many be internal or foreign, 
individuals or groups. With a common 
enemy, the nation will gain cohesion 
and identity.  When propaganda- driven 
antagonism has been fuelled to  its highest 
intensity, a ‘friend/enemy distinction’ 
could be used to move against an enemy.  

Just as it can be used to draw his state closer 
together, the friend-enemy distinction 
can also be used as a weapon, targeting 
external enemy nations to divide and 
weaken – think Trump and white privilege.

Regarding China’s church, Xi Jinping 
has promoted fear of infiltration by 
‘foreign enemies’ to garner approval for 
unconstitutional restrictions to freedom 
of religion. And in the case of the Muslim 
Uyghur people, he has used the War 
on Terror as the ‘state of exception’ to 
justify the mass internment of a dissident 
group he calls ‘the enemy within’.

In Schmitt’s worldview there is no such 
thing as a “private citizen” because that 
in itself is a contradiction of terms. 
Indeed he takes it further, believing 
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in the need for national homogeneity, 
and if necessary, even the eradication 
of heterogeneity, for the survival of the 
nation.  In China, this has been evidenced 
in policies of assimilation such as the 
removal of bilingual classes for minorities 
(or rather ‘Chinafied people’ as they have 
been officially renamed).  The assault on 
minority cultures and religion in the 
reeducation camps, and sinicization 
of religious buildings, music and art 
are all a thrust toward homogeneity.

Schmitt’s doctrines are returning to vogue 
among both “left wing” and “right wing” 
politicians, in both the East and West –  
they are attractive to a new generation 
of authoritarians who would forgo 
tolerance, liberal democracy, limits on 
governmental power, market economies, 
and even peace itself, to obtain their 
goals. Ultimately Schmittism believes 
that order will come out of conf lict.
*The National Socialist German Workers’ Party 
(NSDAP)

News BriefsNews Briefs

August has been a difficult month for 
China’s unregistered churches.  Raids, 
arrests and forced closures have ramped 
up. Typical charges being wielded against 
those arrested are illegal gathering, 
illegal fundraising (often labelled fraud), 
and illegal venue registration. Heavy 
penalties are expected for those arrested 
and, of course, the pastors, elders and 
leaders will pay the highest price. These 
raids have not been without beatings and 
reports say that two women have been 
hospitalised with heart attacks. Please 
pray for these brothers and sisters, who 
by their conscience, cannot join the 
Three Self Patriotic Movement. The 
following are reports that have reached 
international news:

The Royal Wedding Church 
(Wang Family Wedding Church) of 

Zhuhai, Xiangzhou District, Guangdong 
province, was established in 2006, and 
grew to 1500 members. Back in 2016 
the church was raided and suffered 
confiscations and arrests. Since then, 
while the matter has been contested in 
court, the hefty fines and late penalties 
have increased to US$ 5 million. The 
church has asked for prayer from the 
wider church.  4 August, 2022. 

Mentougou branch of the Zion Church 
in Beijing, was raided.  Aug. 14th 2022.   

The Church of Abundance, Xi’an, was 
shutdown after 30 years in existence.  The 
forced closure extended to the China 
Gospel Association, part of the same 
house church network. The pastor and 
his son (also a pastor) were taken and 
held by Residential Surveillance at a 
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Each one of us is part of the 
body of Christ, and therefore we 

each have a role and function. Maybe 
you are clear what your role is at present? 
Perhaps you are looking for a new role or 
perhaps the last three years has made you 
think more about how you function in the 

body of Christ?

It is good to have a time of reflection and 
prayer, both on your own and with other 
Christians. Bring your thoughts and 
hopes to God and ask for guidance. 
Whatever stage of life you are in 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a  
part of it.  [I Corinthians 12:27,  NIV]

News from CCSM UKNews from CCSM UK

Designated Location (RSDL) for allegedly 
committing “fraud.” The ‘designated 
location’ is unknown. August 19th 2022 

The Holy Covenant Church, (Covenant 
Home Church), in Linfen, Shanxi 
Province was raided by 170 police at 
an outdoor family camp. Three leaders 
were placed under RSDL charged 
with “ fraud.” August 19th 2022 

Ethnic Nu, in Fugong County, Nujiang 
Prefecture. Wang Shunping and Nu 
Sangdeng arrested and detained for 
“organising and sponsoring an illegal 
gathering”. 

The House of Light Church, (Sunshine 
Reformed Church), a house church 
in Changchun city, Jilin Province was 
violently raided. August 21th 2022.  

The Church of the Rock, a reformed 
house church located in the Huinong 
district of  Shizuishan city, the 
second largest city in the Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region has been jailed for 
1 year and 3 months for refusing to join 
the TSPM.             [Sources: ICC/ChinaAid]

Another development relating to 
religion is the recent release of the draft 
“Provisions on the Administration of 
Radio, Television, and Online Audio 
Visual Program Production and 
Business.” These state foreigners may not 
produce audiovisual content for radio, 
TV, or internet broadcasting within 
China. The rules also add a lengthy list 
of items forbidden from production or 
distribution. They include anything 
being contrary to national religious 
policy or promoting xie jiao (cults) and 
superstition. 
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there will always be challenges and also 
opportunities. As you read this China 
Prayer Letter is anything in it a prompt? 
Are there specific prayer requests you will 
bring to God every day? Are there some 
stories or situations you want to know 
more about?

Perhaps it is time to ask about helping 
serve the church in China? Can you help 
organise a prayer group? Can you share 
the China Prayer Letter with someone 
and ask them to pray?

Are you able to serve more – possibly 
volunteer as a Trustee or offer to help with 
an exhibition stand at an event? Have you 
got some great ideas about raising money, 
organising a Mission Day with a group 
of churches?

Sometimes one step forward is all God 
is asking you to do. If you feel you may 
serve in China at some point, but can’t 
get there yet, then serving in the UK with 
us may be good preparation for future 

service. There are also many ways of 
serving and supporting Chinese students 
in the UK. Some cities have thousands 
of Chinese students, some only a few. 
However finding out more about your 
local Chinese population could be a step 
forward in growing the Kingdom of God.

At the CCSM exhibition stand at New 
Wine this year, I had many conversations 
with people of all ages and there was a 
real desire to serve the church in China. 

Do consider if now is the time to step out 
and do something new. Get in touch with 
the office to ask questions, offer to help, 
or just wanting to talk things through.

Martyn Wells 
Director 
CCSM UK


