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ChinaSource, in 2013, queried a young man they described 
as “an internet-savvy seminary student in Beijing”, on 
which Christian websites he would recommend paying 
attention to. Among the four he favoured was Jona Home, 
a popular platform for Christians to explore issues of faith, 
discipleship and spiritual life, using blogs and forums.  
ChinaSource also pointed out that since this website 
had its IP registration number displayed on the 
home page, it must have registered its site with 
the agency that oversees the internet. And that 
indicates that it was in compliance with the 
government’s regulations.

Yet today, nine years on things have changed. 

Following the recent introduction of new 
laws to govern Internet Religious 
Information Services, Jona 
Home’s website joined many 
other Christian resources 
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in vanishing from China’s cyberspace. 
The regulations, which took force on  
March 1st, 2022, state that no person 
or organisation can conduct religious 
activities on the internet without first 
obtaining a government issued licence. 

Service providers must meet standards in 
areas such as platform security, verifying 
participants, and ensuring the religious 
qualifications of speakers, in order to 
obtain the license. Meeting the required 
criteria is beyond the means of many 
operators, and applying for a license is 
no guarantee it will be granted. 

Jona Home’s website is now closed and all 
that remains is a slightly cryptic message 
at their URL, http://jonahome.net.  It 
reads:

“Due to reasons known to everyone, 
from now on our site can no longer serve 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Thanks to 
all for your company and support in the 
past 21 years!”

The message continues, 

“The disappearance of a website is merely 
a disappearance of a website.  It does 
not carry any meaning.  Except that the 
website link can no longer be opened, 
there is nothing else which is stopped at 
that moment; No need to be concerned, 

just keep walking.”

Back in 2013, ChinaSource made this 
observation:

“The reality is that there is a thriving 
Christian community online where 
believers are participating in conversations 
about what is going on in China and the 
world, discussing issues and engaging in 
debates, accessing theological training, 
offering encouragement and doing 
evangelism.”

This community of people still exists and 
has not vanished with the website!  They 
may be less visible to the online public, 
but they are still living witnesses to those 
around them and in their neighbourhood. 
If the world becomes darker, their light 
will only shine brighter.

“...let your light shine before people, so 
that they can see your good deeds and 
give honor to your Father in heaven.”   
[Matt 5:15]

As Jona Home pointed out, “No need to 
be concerned just keep walking”. 



Capital Outflow from China

President Xi Jinping is expected to 
be reappointed at the upcoming 20th 
Communist Party Congress in the the 
autumn, but much will depend on the 
outcome of the ‘battle against Covid’.

If the contagion runs rampant and 
spreads out of control this would 
severely damage Xi Jinping’s chances of 
continuing his presidency.  Yet more than 
two years after it first struck the city of 
Wuhan, the battle still drags on. In mid-
May, around 400 million people were 
estimated to be living under lockdowns 
of some form. Just a handful of cases 
within a megacity, is enough to trigger 
the stay-at-home order.  Shanghai, has 
been paralysed for two months, and 
the capital, Beijing, despite working 
desperately to avoid a similar fate, also 

experienced cases and subsequently 
closed subways, parks, gyms, restaurants 
and schools. 

The longer the battle rages, the more 
the Chinese people suffer the economic 
effects. So far major financial centres, 
tech hubs, manufacturing centres and 
international trade zones and sea ports 
have been partially or fully paralyzed. 
Even the world’s largest wholesale 
market, Yiwu city has been affected.

A recent survey by the European 
Chamber of Commerce in China sent a 
warning that foreign capital was also at 
risk from a continued covid-zero policy.  
92 percent of the EU business respondents 
had been affected by recent port closures, 
a decline in road freight, and rising sea 
freight costs. In effect, trading in China 
had become a logistical nightmare.  
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Nearly a quarter of the 372 respondents 
were considering moving current or 
planned investments away from China.

University rules now in black and white

In April, Tibetan universities were given 
rules that will impact the education of 
those Christians who belong to house 
churches or who practice faith outside 
of the state church.

The rules, published on April 22, 2022 
by China’s Ministry of Education, are 
titled “The Tibet Autonomous Region’s 
2022 Regular College Admissions 
Regulations”, require universities in 
Tibet to make a comprehensive appraisal 
of student candidates based on their 
“political attitude and ideological 
morality”.  According to the rules, 
being an outstanding student is not 
enough to be admitted to a university in 
Tibet. Rather, “ideological and political 
morality” is the “main” standard for 
admission.  The candidate must not 
have leanings (in word or deed) that 
could endanger national or ethnic unity. 
And must not be involved in “xie jiao” 
(“illegal” religious movements or cults). 
On the other hand, if the candidates 
are proficient in “Marxist theory,” they 
may be given preferential admission.  
Appraisers must consult with 
Communist Party officers in the city 
or village where each candidate resides 
regarding the candidate’s inclinations.  

[Source: BitterWinter.com]   

This type of policy is nothing new for 
Christians, however this may be the first 
time it has actually been inscribed into 
university rules for all to see. It must be 
particularly upsetting for young people 
of faith who want to obey Christ’s 
instructions to “let their light shine 
before people” and not “place it under 
a basket” [Matt 5:15]. 

Rick Warren features on Gospel Times
 
Eliminating “foreign influence” has 
long been a theme promoted in China’s 
churches. And it has been greatly 
escalated under the current policy of 
“Sinicization”. Thus it was somewhat 
surprising to see an American pastor 
featuring in the Pastor’s Blog section 
of the well known Christian news site, 
the GospelTimes.cn.  Rick Warren’s 
translated sermon titled “Six Ways God 
Tests Your Faith and Character” was 
posted on the site on the 29th of April. 

Rick Warren is a prominent leader in 
the global church, but also a polarising 
figure. He is author of the book, ‘The 
Purpose Driven Life’, which has gone out 
to millions. His strong connections to 
Davos and the World Economic Forum 
are controversial and his critics point 
out that his P.E.A.C.E. Plan is much 
more about promoting earthly peace 
and reconciliation than promoting 
the gospel. Warren is a proponent 
for Christians working with any 
denomination, religion or organisation 
in the name of common good. 
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Nearly a quarter of the 372 respondents 
were considering moving current or 
planned investments away from China.

University rules now in black and white

In April, Tibetan universities were given 
rules that will impact the education of 
those Christians who belong to house 
churches or who practice faith outside 
of the state church.

The rules, published on April 22, 2022 
by China’s Ministry of Education, are 
titled “The Tibet Autonomous Region’s 
2022 Regular College Admissions 
Regulations”, require universities in 
Tibet to make a comprehensive appraisal 
of student candidates based on their 
“political attitude and ideological 
morality”.  According to the rules, 
being an outstanding student is not 
enough to be admitted to a university in 
Tibet. Rather, “ideological and political 
morality” is the “main” standard for 
admission.  The candidate must not 
have leanings (in word or deed) that 
could endanger national or ethnic unity. 
And must not be involved in “xie jiao” 
(“illegal” religious movements or cults). 
On the other hand, if the candidates 
are proficient in “Marxist theory,” they 
may be given preferential admission.  
Appraisers must consult with 
Communist Party officers in the city 
or village where each candidate resides 
regarding the candidate’s inclinations.  

[Source: BitterWinter.com]   

Landrum Holmes made his way home 
with a heavy heart. As a missionary in 
Chefoo, China he was used to hardship 
and difficulties. But this time something 
weighed even heavier than usual. As he 
opened the door and greeted his wife he 
began to tell her of the death of a fellow 
missionary.

“If I thought I should die and leave you 
alone,” he said, “leave you to go all that 
long way back by yourself, I should find it 
hard to say ‘Thy will be done.’” His brave 
wife’s quick and encouraging reply was, 
“Landrum, I would not go back; I would 
stay here and work.” His face shone with 
deep joy. “If you feel that way,” said he, “I 
shall have no further anxiety about the 
matter.”

Not long after that in 1861 that word 
came to the young missionaries that the 
brutal army of the Taiping Rebellion was 
on its way to destroy their city. Landrum 
Holmes and an Epsicopal missionary 
went out to try to persuade the army to 
not invade. The city awaited with fear, 
but no attack ever came. The army didn’t 
come, but the missionaries didn’t return 
either. Eight days after that, their two 
bodies were found covered with burns 
and wounds miles away.

Sallie Holmes was faced with the very 
decision that she and her husband had 
discussed. She was 25 and a widow in 
a strange country. Her husband had 

given his life on the mission field. What 
would be her response? This was not the 
first tragedy to come to her on the field. 
Only a month and half before Landrum’s 
death, they had lost their young daughter, 
Annie. Shortly after her husband’s death 
Sallie found out she was pregnant again. 
She gave birth on the mission field, this 
time to a boy that she named Landrum 
after his father.

Urged by her family to come home, Sallie 
remained true to her word and decided 
to stay. Before leaving the field in 1881 
she only returned home once, in 1867 for 
her son’s health. She worked more than 
20 years in China after losing a daughter, 
a husband, and while raising a child as a 
single mother.

Much of her ministry was spent in what 
was called “country work,” visiting 
hundreds of small towns and villages to 
share the Gospel and teach. One estimate 
says that in the first six months of 1876 
Sallie visited 118 villages. One 
biographer of another missionary 

Above: Landrum and Sallie Holmes, 
Photo provided by the IMB and courtesy 
of Deborah Guiher Chamblee
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at the time said Holmes covered “as many 
as four hundred villages in a year.”

The work that she did had long lasting 
effects beyond her time there. After she 
served on the field for 11 years, the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention brought help to the field. 
One of the young missionaries was also a 
single woman and Charlotte Diggs Moon 
was quickly taken under the wing of the 
veteran missionary and shared in the work 
on the field. She labored alongside Holmes 
and another female missionary as they 
traveled the country sharing the Gospel. 
After Sallie left China for good, the letters 
from Lottie Moon speak of the fields that 
went untouched since she left. After being 
influenced by Holmes Lottie Moon has 
since inspired thousands of missionaries 
who went on the field after her.

In 1878 Sallie Holmes was faced with 
another decision. She was in poor health 
already, and her only son would soon be 
leaving the field to attend school in the 
United States. She had already given up 
so much in her time in China, and the 
thought of her son leaving pressed down 
heavy on her. Nevertheless she decided to 
stay. The May 1878 minutes of the Foreign 
Mission Board of the SBC record that her 
peers were worried about her.

“Mrs. Holmes, though not very strong, is 
as well as she generally is in the spring. 
Yesterday she and I visited seven different 
villages, teaching the people the way of 

life. Landrum is expecting to leave 
for America. He is a good boy, and 

very intellectual. His going away will be a 
sore trial to his mother. She had thought 
that she would go and remain with him 
until he should be through college; but the 
pressing claims of the work have decided 
otherwise.”

 Holmes served in a time when she was 
often the first white woman that the people 
she went to had ever seen. No matter what 
the difficulties were Holmes always found a 
way to press on and forward. She had made 
up her mind to stay and do the work. Years 
after her retirement, she sent an unfinished 
letter to the Mission Board. The letter was 
actually one that had been started by her 
husband some 25 years before and spoke 
of the challenges that laid before him and 
his young wife on the mission field. In the 
unfinished letter Landrum Holmes had 
written that he trusted God with his work.

“The whole movement is in the hands of 
God, and, so far as I can see, all that we 
can at present have to do with it is to stand 
still and see his work.”

Sallie Holmes was willing to do the work. 
Her decision to stay led her to influence 
the missionaries who came after her, who, 
in turn, influence millions still today. Her 
faithful witness and work provided a 
standard that still stands as an example 
to us today. Sallie Holmes passed away 
December 10, 1914.

Luke Holmes tells the story of Sallie Holmes in 
greater detail in his book “Forgotten Faithful: 
Lesson’s from the Hidden Heroes of Church 
History.”   The book is available through Amazon.



Cu
t o

ut
 th

is
 n

ot
e 

an
d 

sl
ip

 it
 in

to
 y

ou
r B

ib
le

 to
 h

el
p 

yo
u 

re
m

em
be

r t
he

 Ju
ne

 p
ra

ye
r t

op
ic

s 
fo

r C
hi

na

7

Popular Christian website closed

PRAYER POINTERS
JUNE 2022

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good…All the time.

Pray that our Helper will comfort, encourage and embolden believers in China 
even as supression of religious expression in increasing.

Pray that Biblical resources and sound teaching will be placed in the hands of all 
who seek. 

Pray that Chinese believers will continue to be able to meet, whether they belong 
to a state TSPM churches or are in the house church networks. 

Pray for innovative ways to negotiate the barage of new laws.

Pray for the people of China as they suffer greatly under the zero-covid policy 
being stringently applied by the country.

Pray that young people in China will follow God’s lead in how they should let their 
light shine. 

Pray that the Lord will remember, and recompense, those who have suffered 
discrimination for His name’s sake.

Pray that the Father will raise up shepherds who will boldly defend the flock.

Thank God for the courage of the early missionaries and the sacrifice they made 
to bring the Gospel to the Chinese people.

Pray that the Lord will raise up Chinese men and women who will have Sallie and 
Landrum’s courage and passion to share the gospel across cultures.

Pray that Chinese believers will join together to support their missionaries.

Pray for the children of cross cultural workers who often share in the hardships. 

June News Briefs

Sallie Holmes



Worship the Lord, maker of Heaven and Earth, who will judge both men and nations.

Thank God for China. Pray that this land that has experienced so much conflict will 
continue in peace.

Thank God for psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (Eph 5:15). Pray that they will not 
be quelled by censorship.

Praise God that Christ has removed the wall of hostility

Praise God that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavens.”  Ephesians 6:12 (NET)

Praise God that we can be truly free through the work of Christ.  John 8:36, NIV 

Pray that the Church in China will be strengthened in the Lord and will March On!

PRAYER POINTERS

March On!     Part 2

March On!     Part 1
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Chinese Church Support Ministries
Seeking to serve, strengthen
and support the church and 

the people of China

Pray for Christians in China who are suffering for being a Christian, that they will 
know God’s grace for them.

Pray that Christians in China will experience power ,love and self-discipline from 
the Holy Spirit.

Pray that these Christians will feel honoured by God as they witness for him.

Pray that we will share this message of life through the gospel, even in this dark 
world.

News from CCSM UK
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March On!    (Part 1)

Churchgoers in the Chinese state churches 
are constantly being asked to raise the 
f lag and sing the national anthem.

What are they singing?   Does the 
anthem have any place in a church 
service? To answer these questions, 
let’s first take a look at the lyrics:

起來！不願做奴隸的人們！ 
把我們的血肉，築成我們新的長城！ 
中華民族到了最危險的時候， 
每個人被迫著發出最後的吼聲。 
起來！起來！起來！ 
我們萬眾一心， 
冒著敵人的炮火，前進！ 
冒著敵人的炮火，前進！ 
前進！前進！進！

Arise, ye who refuse to be slaves; 
With our very flesh and blood 
Let us build our new Great Wall! 
The peoples of China are in the most 
critical time, 
Everybody must roar their defiance. 
Arise! Arise! Arise! 
Millions of hearts with one mind, 
Brave the enemy’s gunfire, 
March on! 
Brave the enemy’s gunfire, 
March on! March on!  
March on, on!

The national anthem of the People’s 
Republic of China is titled “The March 
of the Volunteers,” and was written in 
1934 (before communist rule) by poet and 
playwright Tian Han, although Tian Han 

himself was 
a Party member. 
Its original purpose 
was to motivate volunteer 
armies against the imposing 
threat of the Japanese invasion of 
Manchuria. It was sung by the 200th 
national regiment of the Kuomintang 
while fighting in Burma where they 
saved lives of almost 5000 British who 
were under siege by the Japanese.

L ater,  i t  was  adopted by t he 
c u r rent  com mu n ist  reg i me a s 
the countr y ’s  nat iona l anthem. 

During the turmoil of Mao Zedong’s 
cultural revolution, the anthem was 
banned and replaced with “The East 
is Red”.  It was restored in 1978, 
but with alterations praising Mao 
Zedong and the Party.  Then, in 1982, 
the original lyrics were reinstated 
by the National People’s Congress.

The first thing that stands out, is that 
this musical march is a battle song. 
Anyone who sings this gives the 
impression they are willing to offer 
their life for the cause of freedom.  
For one is either a slave or a free man.  

They encourage themselves to build a new 
Great Wall.  To understand this concept, 
it is helpful to first understand what 
the old Great Wall means to Chinese.    

(Continued in Part 2…)
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March On!    (Part 2)

The original Great Wall of China was 
built 2,500 years ago, even before the 
time of Christ and during the centuries-
long period of the Warring States. China 
was not yet one nation.  Around 220 
B.C., Qin Shi Huang, conquered the 
seven warring states and unified China, 
becoming the first king to adopt the title 
‘Emperor’. Not that this was the entire 
China as we know today, by no means! 
It was rather what you would call the 
‘heartland’ or eastern most provinces. 

This first emperor joined a patchwork of 
existing walls into one wall, and subsequent 
dynasties continued in strengthening 
and extending this, building on the 
work of their predecessors using more 
modern techniques and materials. This 
Great Wall is not merely a defensive 
structure but could also be thought of 
as a national emblem of unification.

The first Great Wall was a physical wall 
designed to defend the borders 
from northern nomadic invaders 

- physical enemies. And likewise, the 
National Anthem refers to a physical 
enemy - in this case Japan.  This terrible 
war also saw additions to the Great 
Wall, but this time they weren’t to the 
physical structure. The ‘United Front’ was 
formed.  A patchwork of organisations, 
individuals, businesses and even foreign 
sympathisers who would help China in 
the struggle against their cruel enemy.

As with past dynasties, today’s Great Wall 
of China continues to be strengthened 
and extended.  It is not a physical wall 
- its bricks are made up from a digital 
firewall and a system of censorship. 
They are held together with a ‘mortar’ 
of propaganda cementing the dangers 
of foreign inf luence in the minds 
of Chinese. This wall is primarily 
designed to keep out “ideological” 
enemies rather than physical ones.

Whilst the early Warring States era was 
defined by centuries of constant warfare, 
it was also considered the golden age of 
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Suffering and power - not a combination 
that goes together in the modern world. 
Suffering often seems to happen to those 
without power. But according to God’s 
word we can join in suffering by the power 
of God. These words in 2 Timothy tell us 
not to run from suffering but to embrace 
suffering for the gospel and the way to do 
this is through the power of God.

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make 
us timid, but gives us power, love and 
self-discipline. So do not be ashamed of 
the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering 
for the gospel, by the power of God. He 
has saved us and called us to a holy life - 

not because 
of anything 
we have done but 
because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace 
was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the beginning of time, but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing 
of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has 
destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.”          
[2 Timothy 1:7-10]
                                                                         
We are called by God not because we 
deserve it - we don’t, but because God 
chose to call us and save us. We are 
called to live a holy life, which will 

free thought. Emperor Qin Shi Huang 
crushed this by burning books and 
executing scholars. He was also renowned 
as an extreme legalist. At the end of his 
bloody reign there was eventually unity 
and peace - but at the cost of freedom.

In reality, this stirring and patriotic 
song has zero to do with Christian 
purposes. The requirement for it to be 
sung in state churches is undoubtedly 
the CCP’s way of ‘maintaining’ 
the mortar that cements its rule. 

Many would question why TSPM 
churchgoers should be required to sing 
this song as part of a service to the Lord. 

Paul, the apostle, had this advice: 

“ in everything g ive thanks ,  for 
this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus toward you.”   [1 Thess 5:18]

One can be thankful that this anthem 
is a wonderful starting point for many 
a discussion, such as... what is the wall 
of hostility? (Ephesians 2:14), what is 
true Christian unity? what is it to be a 
Christian soldier? what is a white-washed 
wall (Ezekiel 13:10; Matt23:27) and what 
is the wall mentioned in Revelation 21?  

One could go on, there is much to be 
thankful for!

News from CCSM UKNews from CCSM UK
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reflect the holiness of God to the world.

So what does this have to do with China? 
We can encourage Christian believers 
through our prayer, and pray for them 
according to this passage. That they 
may experience God’s power, love and 
self-discipline in their lives. As they 
experience suffering to not be ashamed 
of this but to recognise God’s hand in 

all that happens. To pray that they 
may experience grace and a 

sense of purpose in their 
lives that will 

demonstrate God’s love to those who do 
not yet know him.

We also should be willing to experience 
suffering for the gospel for which we are 
already prepared through God’s power, 
love and self-discipline. As the verses 
above conclude - ‘Christ Jesus, who has 
destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel’, 
we have a world-changing message to 
share and this message will bring life 
and immortality in our communities, in 
China and in every part of the world, even 
in the face of war, famine and persecution.

Blessings,
Martyn Wells

UK Director


