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In June 2019, with almost prophetic 
insight, the Chinese government 
adopted a Vaccination Administration 
Law that makes vaccination mandatory 
for all its citizens. The law took effect in 
December 2019. Right on its heels, the 
coronavirus pandemic struck. 
 
The State Council’s Health Authority will formulate 
which vaccines are to be included into the National 
Immunisation Program and the list must be approved 
by the State Council.  The state will provide these 
vaccines free of charge to all citizens. According to the 
regulations, all school-age children must be vaccinated 
and its up to their parents or guardians to ensure 
they receive them on time. The law also lays 
out regulation for provincial government 
to offer additional immunisation 
programs specific to their areas 
and as needs arise. 

In 
this 

issue
National 

Vaccination Law

Civilization Practise 
Stations

Civilised Societies

AppSTER Report
Seminaries Struggling To Attract Students

National Vaccination National Vaccination 
LawLaw



2

The new law establishes a national 
electronic tracking platform that will 
follow the life cycle of the vaccines 
from their production, acquisition, 
distribution and through to their end 
use. This ensures all vaccines can be 
verified before being administered and 

will keep records of which batches were 
given to specific people. 

 
 

 
 
T o 

r e a s s u r e 
citizens, the new law 

sets out strict regulations for the 
industry and the production, research, 
logistics and use of vaccines as well as 
the punishments for breaching these 
regulations. These are to be more 
severe than for other drugs. Also, in 
a show of commitment to safety, the 
act also establishes compensation for 
those adversely affected. Article 56 of 
the law says, “The state implements a 
compensation system for abnormal 
responses to vaccination. If damages 
such as death, severe disability, organ 
tissue damage, etc. occur, during or after 
the implementation of the vaccination, 
and are abnormal responses to the 
vaccination and cannot be eliminated, 
compensation shall be provided. The 
scope of compensation is managed 
by catalog and adjusted dynamically, 

according to actual conditions.” 
 

In the case of an 

emergency, the Law dictates that vaccines 
that are urgently needed can be given 
priority for review and approval.  And 
Article 20 of the law gives provision 
that the State Council’s drug regulatory 
authority may conditionally approve 
a vaccine’s registration certificate and 
recommend its emergency use. It is 
under these provisions that China has 
prioritised the trials of five of its most 
promising Covid-19 vaccine candidates 
and in July conditionally registered them 
for use.  
 
In normal process, a vaccine candidate 
would initially undergo animal testing, 
followed by three additional human 
clinical trial phases. The first phase 
would enlist around 50 recipients. If 
the immune response and safety is 
successful, the trials move to the second 
phase which will test the drug on around 
500 people. If this also looks promising 
then it moves to the final stage, phase 
three. This stage needs tens of thousands 
of recipients. China has four companies 
conducting these late stage trials and has 
been working with other countries such 
as Peru, Morocco, Argentina and Saudi 
Arabia to enlist participants.  
 
Despite not having fully completed 
the Phase 3 trials, some vaccines have 
already been offered to China’s border 
staff, medical workers and other 
frontline essential workers. A vaccine is 
anticipated to be available to the wider 
Chinese public in November, with those 
working overseas in virus hotspots being 
given high priority.  
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Anyone familiar with China will have 
heard the term ‘Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era’. This enigmatic doctrine 
has been enshrined in the Chinese 
Constitution and is studied in the 
nation’s universities.  It even has its own 
app, named “Study The Great Nation” 
designed for Chinese to learn, and to 
think in line with, “Xi Jinping Thought”. 
Now this doctrine is being given yet 
another platform, “Civilization Practise 
Stations for the New Era” 

The previous Era was advanced by Xi’s 
predecessor, Deng Xiaoping. Its focus 
was on opening up, and building a strong 
and productive economy.  President Xi 
Jinping has built on this. Over the last 
four years he has concentrated on the 
broad reaching “Poverty Alleviation” 

project in which 
he relocated over 
4.79 million poor 
people, mainly from 
remote v i l lages, and 
raised the nation above the 
extreme poverty line to become 
a “moderately prosperous society”.  

Now, a New Era of socialism has 
begun, and it wants to be defined not 
simply by communal prosperity, but 
by the ‘spiritual’ heart of its citizens. 
12 core values have been selected 
to direct the minds of the citizens - 
prosperity, democracy, civility, harmony, 
freedom, equality, justice, the rule of 
law, patriotism, dedication, integrity 
and friendliness. Based on these, a 
nationwide project was launched in July 
2018 to implement the construction of 
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“Moral Citizens in the New Era”. 

Across the country “Civilization Practise 
Stations” are springing up. In addition, 
enterprises and organisations (including 
church buildings, ancestral halls and 
temples) are being commandeered by 
authorities and set up with activity 
centres, charity stores, libraries, science 
“popularisation” centres, public health 
centres, volunteer services and public 
education. All are designed to meet the 
residents’ needs for a better life, and it 
seems, to extinguish any desires to look 
toward religions to provide this. 

Under Chinese law, churches choosing 
to remain outside of state control are 
viewed as illegal, and despite normative 
practises, they are increasingly being 
labelled as cults, or instruments of 
foreign subversion, in the official 
narrative. However, those that abide 
by the law and accept state regulation 
are uncomfortable with the high level 
of surveillance and interference by 
authorities. Now, underground church 
members are finding themselves caught 
up in the nation’s drive for “civilization”.  
They are viewed as breaking the core 
socialist values of rule of law, integrity, 
and patriotism and some have been 

required to attend Civilization Practise 
Stations. 

Bitter Winter, a human rights website, 
recently shared a disturbing propaganda 
video released by the government of 
Fuzhou city’s Chenjie village, Jiangxi 
Province. The video was titled, “Church 
Converted into Lecture Hall to Create 
Spiritual Home for Villagers” and showed 
an unregistered Protestant Church that 
had been converted into a Civilization 
Practise Station.  It seems clear that the 
Civilization Practise Station was in fact 
a “transformation through re-education” 
centre.  The church members were shown 
wearing matching nationalistic shirts 
and singing patriotic songs. The video 
boasts that after a month the church 
director had dissolved the church and 
the members were ‘transformed’.   

Unconfirmed reports have indicated 
that attendees are placed on government 
support during the time they attend the 
Practise Stations. Thus, their names 
would therefore be publicly displayed 
applying the full force of community 
pressure to coerce believers to put away 
their beliefs so they can return to a 
normal life. 
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As the world rolls, willing or not, 
headlong toward globalism you may 
begin hearing terms such as ‘civilised 
society’ and ‘global community’ 
mentioned in passing rhetoric or in 
media discourse. Finding an accord 
on precisely what a ‘civilised society’ 
means to a conglomerate of nations 
with divergent cultures, ideals and belief 
systems is a momentous task. But to pool 
a global community together under 
one ideological umbrella it is absolutely 
necessary to attain a consensus.  

In 1948 the world’s nations came 
together at the UN to accept the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR), also known as UN Resolution 
217.  People of faith would be familiar 
with its famous Article 18 that states:  
“Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion; this 
right includes freedom to change his 
religion or belief, and freedom, either 
alone or in community with others 
and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in teaching, practice, 
worship and observance.”  

Yet, many are astonished when they 
realise the declaration is not binding in 
international law.  And, in fact, of the 
then 58 member nations who voted on 
the UDHR, eight abstained and two did 
not vote at all. Today there are more 

than twice as many nations in the UN. 
It has grown to include 193 sovereign 
states. Why have they not added their 
signatures to the document? It is also 
possible that Islamic nations wishing 
for Sharia law could object to a Muslim 
having “freedom to change his  religion”.  

China was one of the signatories, yet in 
the eyes of the world, they certainly have 
not observed their resolution, certainly 
not in regard to Article 18.  But before 
one judges, it is important to understand 
how China views ‘freedom of religious 
belief ’. This is something many Chinese 
both desire and fear. They well remember 
the terrible civil war instigated by 
Hong Xiuquan, a cult leader who 

Civilised SocietiesCivilised Societies
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called himself the brother of Jesus 
Christ.  His 1850 rebellion against the 
Qing dynasty culminated in the deaths 
of 20-30 million Chinese.

The Chinese have also suffered 
oppression, injustice, humiliation, and 
interference from so-called ‘Christian 
nations’. Missionaries and mercenaries 
are lumped together in their eyes. They 
were all ‘foreigners’. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that, furnished and fuelled 
by these events, atheism has been 
embraced as a fundamental part of 
China’s communist ideology.  

Still, there is still a longing to believe in 
Chinese hearts. Pew Research showed 
that in 2010 at least 48% of Chinese 
had some form of religious affiliation 
or belief.  

So, although China’s Constitution 
affirms the UDHR, it adds a limiting 
parameter. The religion must be 
considered ‘normal’. Article 36 says, 
“The state protects normal religious 
activities”.  The unanswered question 
here is what and who defines normal? 
Unsurprisingly, the CCP has assumed 
this role and it has narrowed religion 
down to only China’s five dominant 
faiths. Folk religions have been largely 
ignored.

Therefore, ‘religious freedom’ in China 
is an oxymoron as religion is strictly 
controlled, and not permitted any part in 
social, political, cultural, or educational 

activities. Any racial or religious identity 
surpassing national identity is greatly 
feared and perceived as a precursor to 
turmoil. With this mindset, any unified 
religion with strong numbers is quickly 
redefined “abnormal” and crushed. 

As it is a strong global leader China 
would have powerful sway in future 
UN accords such as those that might 
redefine human rights to be more 
‘globally’ inclusive. Any new resolution 
will define what it is to be a ‘civilised 
society’ in the ‘global community’ 
and will thereby decide the rights and 
privileges of global citizens.
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Pray that those that have been administered the vaccine will not have any 
adverse effects or compound affects.

Pray that those that conscientiously object will not be forced.

Pray that there will be a quick end to the Coronavirus pandemic worldwide 
and that normal travel and relations can be re-established between China and 
the wider world.

Praise God, that through the death of Jesus on the cross and His resurrection, 
He has made us an entirely new person, acceptable to Him. Thank Him for 
giving us the Holy Spirit, to help us work out our salvation, and that His 
mercies are new every day.

Pray for the Christians whose faith is being tested through Civilization Practise 
Station re-education. Pray that they may remain firm in their faith and in their 
confession of Christ. Pray for grace and help for those that stumble.

Pray for President Xi Jinping, that he might come to know the Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, the King of Righteousness and the Prince of Peace.

Pray that the Chinese church will go deeper into the Word and will put on the 
full armour against cults and false doctrines. Pray that the Lord Himself will 
guard the integrity of the Bible, His Word, in China and that it will continue to 
be available to all Chinese.

Thank God for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which has stood 
for 72 years, based on good and Godly principals.  Pray that more nations will 
recognise its value, uphold it, sign it and base their laws and judgements on it.

Pray that as the world seeks to follow the wide path, Christians will increasingly 
seek His face, and that as they experience His precious “shalom” they will be 
salt and light.

PRAYER POINTERS
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Give praise to the Lord, who is sovereign over every power on earth and in the 
heavens.  

Thank him for bringing the AppSTER Project together and for those that have 
contributed to it financially, by gifting literary works and by translations, project 
management and promotion.           

Pray for the unity, protection, and constant leading of all who work in this project. 

Pray that the cards will continue to be multiplied and that they will safely reach the 
people that need them and be a blessing to them. 

Thank God for those that seek to live their lives in service to God and to the church 
family, and for those that work to train them. Pray that they will be blessed.

Pray that the Chinese Church will not allow fear to come between them and service 
to God. Pray that Christ will give the assurance of peace to the families of those He 
wants to enter seminary training. 

Pray that Father God will continue to protect and build His church, according to His 
good will. 

PRAYER POINTERS

Seminaries Struggling To Attract Students 
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There are many compelling reasons 
why Chinese avoid walking into a 
Christian bookstore, or avoid ordering 
or downloading religious material 
online, including Bible apps. These 
actions leave them open to China’s big 
data surveillance and alert the state that 
this is a religious person. Today, under 
the current regime, there are serious 
ramifications to holding a faith.    

For university students being Christian 
could cost you a qualification. For 
jobseekers it could reduce your job 
prospects. For Party members (of 
whom there are 91.9 million) it can 
incur penalties, fines, job loss and 
humiliations.  For underground church 
members it leads to greater surveillance 
of where and with whom you meet, 
and lead to arrests, re-education and 
Social Credit penalties. These in turn 
affect how and where you can travel, 
healthcare, your family’s education, 
loans and government assistance. 
Children under 18 are banned by law 
from any religion.  

Today in China, to obtain a copy of 
the Bible in print, it must be acquired 
from a state approved TSPM church or 
seminary or from the China Christian 

Council bookstore at its headquarters 
in Shanghai. But purchasing from any 
of these will not be an anonymous 
transaction. Facial recognition cameras 
have been placed in the churches and 
digital currency is already being rolled 
out.     

The CCP has announced plans to 
translate a ‘Sinicised’ version of the Bible 
and, in light of the recent treatment of 
the church, it would not be a stretch of 
the imagination to expect this could be 
the only available version in the future.  

During these times, while China’s 
government is aggressively working to 
downsize or eliminate the once thriving 

AppSTER  
Report           
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church, there are many Christians 
that would dearly love to have a copy 
of the AppSTER phone app. This is 
a thumbnail-sized MicroSD card 
containing a whole library of Christian 
books, Bibles, audio materials, and 
Christian videos and even children’s 
resources, and can be used with many 
digital devices including smartphones 
and tablets. The app indexes and 
searches the content for the user, but 
works completely independent of the 
internet, making it a safe option for use 
in a restricted nation.  MicroSD cards 
can also be removed from a phone and 
stowed in a safe place. 

The AppSTER Project is in its third 
year of printing and distribution.  
Word has spread within the Christian 
community in China, and now orders 
flow in from cities in every province.  To 
date over 100,000 AppSTER cards have 
been gifted through the generosity of 
believers all around the world. 

Since the project was conceived it has 
met with many challenges.  High-
quality material needed to be collated - 
reputable Christian teaching, literature 
and material, along with appropriate 
copyright permissions.  These cards 
are given as a gift to Chinese believers 
who are then free to replicate any of the 
material on the condition it is passed 
on to others within China. The team 
needed to source reliable MicroSD 
cards at the right price. And, most 
importantly, find the courageous people 
who, at great risk, work to place God’s 
Word in the hands of their countrymen.  

AppSTER cards have been delivered 
to Bible schools, churches, pastors and 
individuals. The app is ideal for learning 
in small groups. One delighted recipient, 
Sister Wang, shared, “It has been very 
helpful for leading Bible study groups. 
It also helps me with daily devotions 
and prayer. The materials on the card 
help me to have a clearer and deeper 
understanding of the Bible.”  



Raising up future leaders is an essential 
task in building and maintaining the 
church. There are around 38 million 
attendees of China’s state approved 
churches, known as Three Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM) churches. Their next 
generation of pastors, preachers and 
teachers will need to be in training now, 
but it appears that there is a shortage 
of candidates willing to step up into 
these roles. China’s twenty-two TSPM 
seminaries are finding it difficult to 
attract students to fill their courses, 
according to China Partner president, 
Erik Bürklin.  

Erik is the son of China Partner’s 
founder, Dr. Rev. Werner Bürklin, who 
passed on in June this year. Werner 
was born in China in 1930 of German 
parents. They worked for the China 
Inland Mission until 1950 when they 
were forced to leave.  Thirty years later, 
China reopened, and Werner worked 

to re-establish relationships with the 
official Chinese Church.  In 1991 he 
was offered the opportunity to bring 
foreign teams to give pastoral training 
at Chinese seminaries and Bible schools.  
By 2019, his organisation, China Partner, 
had conducted 144 Pastoral Training 
Seminars, trained over 12,300 pastors 
and lay leaders and distributed over 
72,000 theological and Christian books. 
China Partner also helped with the 
construction of the Jiangxi Bible School 
in Nanchang. Werner is also known for 
his work in conducting a 2007 survey 
to count the number of Christians in 
China. 

Now, it appears that the government’s 
current tough stance toward religion 
is causing parents to think twice about 
encouraging and supporting their 
children in choosing a career in ministry. 
The TSPM churches, although state 
sanctioned, have certainly not been 
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immune to the recent persecutions and 
congregations are no longer feeling 
secure.

Seminaries receive their funds from 
gifts and donations as well as students’ 
course fees. The coronavirus pandemic 
caused church doors to close, and while 
many met online, not all had the ability 
to do this. These closures along with 
the wider economic impact of the 
coronavirus has seen church income 
drop. The pandemic has hit churches 
in the pocket and subsequently what 
they can give to seminaries. To cover 
the cost of their staff and overheads 
some seminaries have had to undertake 

fundraising themselves. 

S t udent s  w i sh i ng 
t o  u n d e r g o 

training 
i n 

a seminary must first be recommended 
by their home church and pass testing. 
The journey to become an ordained 
pastor in China requires four years in 
seminary followed by at least three years 
in service as a chuandaoren (interned 
to a church). These chuandaoren, or 
seminary graduates, serve in a pastoral 
role under a senior pastor, but cannot 
perform weddings, the benediction 
or the sacraments, until they are fully 
ordained. If there is a shortage of 
students now, the impact will not be 
felt immediately, but it will be felt.

Many of the unregistered churches 
saw the ‘writing on the wall’ before the 
crackdown and prepared their members 
for a return underground. The leaders 
trained their church members in their 
giftings as pastors, teachers, prophets 
and evangelists and to be disciple 
makers. How effective they will be in 
the “micro-group” environment they 

are now forced into shall no doubt 
also be revealed sometime 

in the future.  


